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It's just a matter of time 
Sooner or later someone is going to get seriously hurt at a Melbourne derby. ' 
That is the only conclusion that can be drawn after witnessing events at the Knights/Lakers 
1st leg finals match at Somers St. The atmosphere at these matches ts always tense and 
many fans simply don't bother going anymore for fear of being caught in a situation they 
cannot control, There is no point trying to blame one set of supporters or the other. 
You can only make a judgement on what you have seen. | 


South Melbourne fans - as usual - set up camp in the corner of the ground nearest the exit 
Smart move, A couple of younger fans brought in a hundred or so crackers (left over from 
Greek Easter celebrations?) which were set off every thirty seconds or so. They weren't 
particularly dangerous, but not funny either after the first half dozen. A few fellow Blues fans 
were seen rubbing their ears and threatening the man with the lighter, but you're not really 
going to belt one of your fellow supporters in the opposition’s den, are you’? 

As the game progressed, a different variety of firework emerged from someone's bag, those 
spinning, sparkling things, which were periodically thrown INTO the crowd. | spotted a kid 
throwing one into the crowd but before | could move he shot off behind the Croatian kiosk. 
Not to be deterred, the big bloke next to me took off and nailed him, shouting at one of the 
security personel what he had seen. The culprit was seen later in the night mobilising his 
squadron for further raids. 


Things heated up when South opened the scoring. Flares were suddenly the order of the 
day, but if the police had instructions to apprehend any offenders they decided to ignore them. 
They seemed content to let the kids run around with them, and In one extraordinary scene, a 
security bloke at the 'Knights end’ threw a flare back over the fence, only for someone to throw 
it back on to the field! As the scoreline reached 4-1 the Croats had had enough, They moved 
around towards the exit gate - taking them straight through the South fans - and the real 
trouble began. The police did stuff all. One Croat fan took his life into his own hands when he 
wandered into the middle of the Greeks and hoisted an eight foot flagpole with the Croatian 
flag high above the Greeks, a true definition of defiance. Naturally, punches followed, As the 
final whistle blew and the fans shuffled out (past the St Johns crew attending to a small boy) 
towards the industrial estate which surrounds Somers St, the real skirmishes began and it was 
time to get to the car asap before we had 4 physical momento of our trip out west. 


So what do the game's authorities do about it? In Europe they tried security cameras, an 
increased police presence, no alcohol, life bans for offenders - none of which were entirely 
successful. If anything, these measures just provided the trouble-makers with a greater 
challenge. It wasn't until the implementation of the Taylor Report that the number of incidents 
started to decrease. Sure, there is still trouble, but most of it these days is outside grounds 
and without wanting to push the trouble somewhere else, that may be the best option for the 
fixture compilers, On the terraces, we have a phrase ‘hooligan-friendly stadia’. You know the 
ones. A grandstand on one side, three rows of terracing (sometimes concrete, sometimes 
dirt) with embankments behind them leading down to cyclone fencing usually topped with 
barbed wire. For a potentially explosive clash between two arch-rivals, that type of venue is 
totally unacceptable, 


The time has come for SocAus to make a stand against hooliganism, About ten years ago, 
UEFA produced a set of guidelines for what constituted a "high-risk match. These matches 
were always allocated a high police presence, were rarely played at night, and were always 
attended by an independent match observer who would report ALL signs of trouble to the 
governing bady. We're not suggesting for a moment that David, George or Basil stand on the 
terraces one night, but if they did they might understand why some people only go to all seater 
stadia - like Olympic Park. 





See Ya All Next Season! 


(Well, except Collingberg, of course!) 
| The fact that Brisbane Strikers lost a third of their games and yet still managed to finish in 
- second spot says much about the inconsistency of most teams this season. 
We've seen eight teams for the last tome, and in a few cases that may not be such a bad thing. 
So, starting at the bottom then.... 





Canberra were the only team to score less goals than Adelaide City. The only team to 
concede over two goals a game (2.65). The worst record by any team in NSL history, Sadly, 
Mike Lyons won't be around to help build the club into what it should be. It may have been a 
bit different had they been able to hold on to Musitano and Castro. | think we've said enough. 


Collingwood were fantastic for Australian soccer - until the football club decided to abandon 
them. You know the rest Badly missed Lazanovski when injured, the defence was never 
settled, and failing to score in six home matches may explain why the fans stopped coming. 


Gippsland may have finished 12th but only finished nine points behind the Knights. Sounds 
alot? Three of their home losses were by the odd goal in three, and with five home draws they 
weren't far from challenging for a top six spot, Probably needed more goals from Krncevic, 
and more support from the community. 5,000 fans might've seen some of those draws turned 
into wins, Ah well, there's always next year, or the year after, or the year after that..... 


Newcastle opened with a 6-1 win followed by a 1-6 loss, which sort of summed ‘em up. 
Played some of the most entertaining ‘spells’ of soccer seen anywhere this season, yet naivety 
still puncuates their performance too regularly for them to be a top six team. As David Lowe 
pointed out, with six rounds to go they were on level points with the Knights, But they have 
learnt a lot in the last 12 months. If they maintain that level of improvement then who knows? 


Wollongong scored freely at home but were equally generous at the other end. Lacked a 
regular goalscorer and will remain an also-ran until they find one who can stay fit all season. 
Conceded some really bad goals at times, genuine schoolboy stuff but occasionally belted 
supposedly good teams. Like we said earlier, there were some real inconsistent teams... 


UTS Olympic should be ashamed of themselves, yet again. Started well and were still in the 
top six in December, but a 1-5 thrashing at Marconi was the start of a slide which saw key 
changes in off-field positions - including the coach. SU readers will be aware of some of the 
off-field political skimishes which must surely affect squad morale. Lucky to finish ninth. 


West Adelaide could only keep one clean sheet all year (against Bnsbane) which should tell 
the Sharks' management where to improve the team next season. Suffered fram suspensions 
at crucial times but they are part of the game. The emergence of Hamilton Thorp was a 
bonus, as was Nathan Day, If they can all stay together for another year or two. ... 


Perth Glory will look back over their results and cringe, with home losses to Collingberg, 
Gippsland and Newcastle costing them a spot in the finals, Had a reasonably injury-free run, 
particularly up front, which didn't harm their cause. Will be extremely disappointed at the final 
defeat at Sorners St, but they surely would have settled for seventh at the beginning of the 
season and We look forward to their first finals appearance next year 


And now on to the finalists... 


defenders) but they couldn't possibly go all the way this time, could they? Overall, certainly 
weaker than the last two years, but the return to form by Adrian Cervinski could be just the 
ticket in those dour 1-0 wins, if his foot injury can be overcome. 





Melbourne Knights have an excellent record against South (who will be missing a few 


Marconi are the only team to defeat Sydney United in Sydney this year, but 2 2-5 reverse 
up at Newcastle was final proof that the Stallions won't win the championship, Even if the 
defence is boosted by the return of Bingley their best bet is a sudden rush of goals from 
Harper, Awaritefe, Babic and maybe even Foster, because you know they're going to 
concede al leasi one or two at [he back. Maybe next year. 


Adelaide City will certainly worry any team provided they can field their full-strength team. 
Can win ‘on the road’ and they have the most experienced defence in the leaque so 
shouldn't be discounted, but next year looks more promising with the return of Mori and 
arrival of Trajanovski. The younger players should treat this as a real learning experience. 


South Melbourne have been the under-acheivers in recent finals and it is hard to see 
them travelling interstate and winning the grand final, May even struggle (as usual) against 
the tall Knights and blow their good work, Can handle anyone in the six on their day but 
doubts remain against Sydney United. And statistics do lie, South Melbourne's defence is 
not their strong point. Fausto excepted, of course. 


Brisbane Strikers would have been bitterly disappointed had they missed the double 
chance despite what Frank Farina said publicly but now the pressure is on bring the 
Ericsson Cup trophy to Queensland for the first time. Hunter's return was essential, but 
Farina will have to take on more responsibility in the shooting department if the cup is to 
head north. Patchy in defence, particularly at home, so hosting the grand final may not 
mean as much as they think. Beaten at home by Adelaide City and South Melbourne. 


Sydney United have benefitted enormously from having two in-form, injury-free and 
suspension-free stnkers for virtually the entire season. David Zdrilic and Ante Milicic have 
formed an understanding with each other and Kresimir Marusic which has made them very 
difficult to defend against, particularly defences which play with a flat back four or zonal 
defence. United have one last shot at glory before a number of players at the club make 
some tough career decisions, and that thought should sufficiently motivate the players to 
ensure they get the winners medals. 


1996/97 Ericsson Cup - Final standings (all played 26) 


Home Away 
Ww Oo cE PB & Ww DOD ‘k -F- A Pts 
Sydney United Pumas 10 2 #1 41 13 i &@ 3 @& @ 56 
Brisbane Strikers 5 - 4 36 24 é& 2 & 49 46 47 
South Melbourne Lakers 9 1 9 25 11 5 3 5 4 74 46 
Adelaide City Zebras 6 & 4 16 9 5 4 4 1 #8 43 
Marconi-Fairfield Stallions 6 2 5 18 14 S 2:5: ww 2 40 
Melbourne Knights & & 2 i Ff . + FT eS 
Perth Glory B 2 & 2 2 Ss By Be a 3B 
West Adelaide Sharks yy 5 24 21 eS 2 <— WS. ou 33 
UTS Olympic S @ © 2a 46 Ss & & iB Bs 32 
Wollongong Wolves ¢ 3 A @ @B : se © SS, 2 a? 
Topper Breakers 6 43 80 23 1 3s *F  g 30 
Gippsland Falcons 46 * 6% %s 4 1 S$ 18 28 30 
Collingwood Warriors 3 & S&S WW 4 > Ww &- Th we 27 
Canberra Cosmos 2: 2 8 6 32 - 3 10 WW BW 1 





Aussies hold their own party. 


On a night where numerous European (and other) World Cup qualifiers were taking 
place, Hungary chose fo celebrate the 70th birthday of Ferenc Puskas with a friendly 
international against Australia. Although the crowd was well below the 77,000 capacity 
there was great expectation of the current Hungary side, perhaps to be inspired by Puskas 
receiving the Olympic Order from Juan Antonio Samaranch before the match 

But the visitors spoiled the party with a display of attacking soccer not seen since we ran 
all over Canada in the first half of the 1993 match at the SFS. After the disappointment of 
barely snatching a win against poor opposition last time out, Terry Venables was happy to 
make changes to the starting line-up with Amold, Popovic, Lazaridis and Skoko coming in 
at the expense of Durakovic, Kulscar, Corica arid Aloisi to give the team a more formidable 
- and attacking - look about it. 


Oz made a fantastic start when a clever ball from Slater was met by Vidmar who headed 
the ball back across the 'keeper and into the goal. It clearly boosted the Aussies’ 
confidence and the first twenty minutes or so were controlled by a team which clearly was 
unfazed by the occasion or the opposition, In stark contrast to his game in Skopje Ned 
Zelic was in great form, especially for someone who has hardly played this year. Slater was 
busy, Vidmar was heavily involved in many of Australia's good moves, and the back line 
were dealing comfortably with most Hungarian raids. Until the 31st minute... 

Hungary's sole contribution to the scoresheet was probably the goal of the game, with 
Urban making @ good run from deep in his own half and passing to Torma who in turn split 
the Oz defence with a great pass for Klausz to run on and beat Filan with an excellent shot 
on the run. It was difficult to judge whether Bosnich - a late withdrawal due to a hamstring 
injury - would have saved it, but there seerns little doubt he'll remain first choice when 
available. Filan just didn't have the opportunity of impressing, such was the sterility of the 
Hungarian attack for the remainder of the match. 

Just when it seemed the match was heading for a draw Kevin Muscat popped up on the 
corner of the box to thrash home a drive after a missed clearance by a Hungarian defender 
Australia thoroughly deserved the lead, which was doubled within minutes when Aurelio 
Vidmar headed in at the far post after more excellent work down the right flank by Muscat 


Overall, it wasn't so much the result that impressed but the way it was achieved. 
Hungary will be disappointed at another dramatic fadeout, but the result hardly flattered 
Australia, and a couple of real quality strikers may have converted more of the good 
midfield work of Zelic, Vidmar, etc: When Okon returns to the starting line-up the strikers 
will have even more work waiting. And therein lay the problem. Viduka - who may well 
finish top scorer in Croatia - can be devastating on his day but he too often wastes 
opportunites through what appears lo be apathy Sometimes, and this goes for Arnold as 
well, you wish a defender would give ‘im a hard time just to get ‘im fired up! Aloisi - the 
man once dubbed the worst foreigner in Sene B - struggled against Macedonia and was 
overshadowed by his teammates when introduced against Hungary, aithough strikers rarely 
make an immediate impact on the international scene. Perseverance may be required 

lf all else fails, there is always Aurelio Vidmar. He has shown previously he knows how 
to play the position, and if Okon is to be played in midfield rather than at sweeper or 
libero... Well, | guess that's all part of Terry's problem. Nice one to have, though. 


Venables is now on the verge of creating history. With no more international matches 
scheduled before the World Cup qualifiers, TV has an excellent chance of winning his first 
eleven matches straight, and even taking into account the quality of opposition in some of 
those matches, it is a record ANY coach in the world would be proud of. 


April 2, 1997 - Nepstadion, Budapest 
Magyarorszag 1 _ Laszlo Klausz 31 


Ausztralia 3 Aurelio Vidmar 4, 90, Kevin Muscat 88 


Attempts at goal: Hungary 2, Australia 12; Corners: Hungary 5, Australia 5; 
Throw-ins: Hungary 22, Australia 21; Offsides: Hungary 3, Australia 1 


22. John Filan 
Difficult saves - 0; Comforiable saves - 0, Crosses held - 0; Crosses missed 1. 
Times beaten - 1 (shot by Kiausz) 
2. Robbie Slater 
Accurate passes - 33; Inaccurate passes - 9; Tackies - 3, Clearances - 5; Fouls for - 1: 
Fouls against - 3; Attempts on goal - 0; Headers - 4, Dispossessed - 2 
3. Stan Lazaridis 
Accurate passes - 72) Inaccurate passes - 4, Tackles - 7; Clearances - 3; Fouls for - 1; 
Fouls against - 2; Attempts on goal - 1; Headers - 1; Dispossessed - 5 
4. Tony Vidmar 
Accurate passes - 41, Inaccurate passes - 5; Tackles - 4: Clearances - 6; Fouls for - 3; 
Fouls against - 1; Attempts on goal - 1; Headers - 12; Dispossessed - 4 
5. Steve Horvat 
Accurate passes - 51) Inaccurate passes - 2; Tackles - 1, Clearances - 2; Fouls for - 0; 
Fouls against - 0; Attempts on goal - 0, Headers - 5; Dispossessed - 0 
6. Tony Popovic 
Accurate passes - 36; Inaccurate passes - 6, Tackles - 3; Clearances - 4; Fouls for - 2: 
Fouls against - 3; Atternpts on goal - 0; Headers - 10; Backheels - 1; Dispossessed - 2 
T. Josip Skoko (off 46) 
Accurate passes - 12, Inaccurate passes - 3, Tackles - 2, Clearances - 1, Fouls for -1, 
Fouls against - 2; Attempts on goal - 0; Headers - 4; Dispossessed - 4 
8. Ned Zelic 
Accurate passes - 54; Inaccurate passes - 6, Tackles - 1, Clearances - 1; Fouls for - 5; 
Fouls against - 1; Attempts on goal - 2; Headers - 5; Dispossessed-3 
9. Graham Arnold (off 74) 
Accurate passes - 22; Inaccurate passes - 5; Tackles - 4; Clearances - 0; Fouls far - 3; 
Fouls against - 1; Attempts on goal - 1; Headers - 1; Dispossessed - 4 
10. Aurelio Vidmar 
Accurate passes - 25, Inaccurale passes - 3, Tackles - 0: Clearances - 2; Fouls for - 4, 
Fouls against - 3; Atternpts on goal - 3, Goals - 2 (4th min - header from Slater cross, 
20th - header from Muscat cross) Headers - 2, Dispossessed - 2 
11. Mark Viduka 
Accurate passes - 21, Inaccurate passes - 3, Tackles - 2; Clearances - 0; Fouts for - 2: 
Fouls against - 3; Attempts on goal - 2, Headers - 3, Backheels - 7, Dispossessed - 5 
12. Kevin Muscat (sub on 46) 
Accurate passes - 14; Inaccurate passes - 2, Tackles - 1; Clearances - 2; Fouls for - 1; 
Fouls against - 1; Atternpts on goal - 2: Goals ~ 1 (shot from edge of box) Headers - 3: 
Dispossessed -1 
18. John Aloisi (sub on 74) 
Accurate passes - 0; Inaccurate passes - 1; Tackles - 0; Clearances - 0; Fouls for - 0; 
Fouls against - 0; Atternpts on goal - 0; Headers - 2; Dispossessed - 1 
Subs not used: Mark Bosnich, Lucas Neill, Danny Tiatto, Steve Corica, 

George Kulscar, 


Note: Stats done as accurately as possible. We welcome any suggested alterations. 





Kylie Tomislav: Inside Perth 


Believe the hype. Everything you've heard about Perth Glory's success off the pitch is 
true. Travelling west for the Glory v Sydney Utd clash was an experience unlike any other 
in Australian soccer. 

Perth, having the tiny population that it has, as well as limited media outlets (only one 
daily newspaper, localised TV networks), has made the one-lown-one-leam policy work a 
treat. You can't escape the Glory. Sure, the West Australian newspaper is far more 
interested in the West Coast Eagles and, to a degree, Fremantle Dockers, but still, an 
entire page dedicated to the Glory, even at the end of the week, wouldnt happen in the 
east. Neither would the little touches, like players getting mentioned in gossip columns or 
newspaper editonals, as does happen in Perth. 


Ej The Glory Days TV show is a scream, Channel 7 has jumped on the bandwagon for 
sure, but good luck to them. Host Basil Zempilas (Channel 7 Sports main man in Perth) is 
a dead ringer for Frontline's Mike Moore. Drape a Glory scarf around his neck and, 
“mmm...". its unabashed enthusiasm for the team, win, lose, or draw, and for those who 
are fed up with, or can't receive SBS, i's a scream. At home with Vas Kalegeracos’? 

Just don't look inside the fndge. (It's empty!). 

Whoever figured on releasing cans of Emu Draft "to commemorate Perth Glory's 
inaugural season in the NSL" deserves an Order of Australia. There are five million of the 
buggers and they're everywhere. Visualise this scene, guaranteed real-life: An aunt looks 
at a can of beer on the table and says. "Oh, Perth Glory! They're OUR soccer leam aren't 
they?" "Yes, Aunt Esmerelda" “! hear they're doing very well aren't they? It's just their 
first season?" says Aunty Es. "Aunt Esmerelda, | think | love you". 

Would it happen with Tooheys or Reschs with Sydney United, Olympic or Marconi? 
| think not. 





Match day comes and Glory's PR man David Mortimer suggests getting there early if 
you want a seat. “What, like half an hour before KO?" No, says Dave. Two hours. "I'm 
nol joking," he says. And he's not. People are catching trains to lhe well-silualed, centrally 
located ground from all over way before kick-off The Shed is packed already. The club 
want to move to a purpose-built venue but their temporary hame is better than most other 
permanent home grounds. Despite the large crowd it's easy to get food and drink. 

You can play Aussie Rules kick-to-kick on the grass behind the temporary stand and 
there's a couple of goals set up if you want to kick a round bail. An aboriginal band 
entertain the crowd before kick-off. “Have you ever heard an abonginal sing in Spanish 
before?" asks the lead singer before jaunching into La Bamba. ‘It's a rea! multi-cultural 
crowd here loday!” he says. And indeed jt is. Spanish shirts, Asians, Greeks, Italians, 
Poms, even the odd Aussie and - shock, horror - a couple of our indigenous brothers. 

A tearn for Perth? Oh, OK, then. 


There are a few Croatian shirts in the crowd though all but a handful are going for Glory. 
A friend tells the quaint story how, against West Adelaide, a young kid was waving a Glory 
flag and a Croatian flag. A burly security guard came along and confiscated the red-and- 
white checked one. “You're not allowed to wave those sort here,” he told the kid, Can't see 
that happening at Edensor Park or Somers Street. Or even Parramatta Stadium. 

And what do you mean the ground has an actual working clock that counts down the 
half? What do you mean there's a fun fair for the kiddies? What do you mean the 
matchday programme is the best produced in the country? What do you mean the "Glory 
Anthem" is available to buy on cassette? Whal do you mean you can buy Glory number 
plates for the car? And you can dial Clublink to get the latest news and info. What do you 
mean that if you walk into any downtown sports store you can buy Glory scarves, beanies, 
caps, t-shirts, strips (including shorts, and in nipper sizes)? Oh, | give up! 


Amid chants of "Come on Glory, rah rah rah", a good loud boo welcomed Sydney United 
onto the pitch. Now there's a bit of intimidation for you. It beats the dead buzz from most 
arounds on the east coast. You mean the crowd is here to see the game rather than use il as 
a prelude to dinner at the social club later on? When the third Perth goal went in to rock the 
Sydney silvertails, a chant went up: "Sfick Croatia, Stick Croatia. Stick Croatia up your 
aannmrse!" came from The Shed. Suggestions that David /ill has the dance re-mix version 
in his CD collection at home are unconfirmed. 


There are a few downers, | guess there has to be something to gripe about, Sure, a lot of 
the locals and purists think the MC, a big-voiced guy called Steve Williams, is a turkey. He 
probably is, but if he’s the pay-off for being just one among a crowd of 12,000 then it's your 
turn to put the kettle on. 

Regulars of The Shed have started a fanzine called Glory Daze, that you can actually buy 
in newsagents. It's causing Glory owner Nick Tana a few problems. The fanzine, naturally, 
criticises the club, and Tana has since been accused of obstructing sale of the magazine and 
blocking the mag from printing interviews with the players. Naturally, this has gone down like 
a@ piece of Chicken Treat with the hardcore fans and Tana’s popularity is waning. Some fans 
are even going as far as organising a boycott of home games and protesting with "Tana Out!" 
signs at a match before the end of the season. But it's not just because of the magazine. 





lf rumours are to be believed, Tana's influence in the make-up of the squad is proving a bit 
of a problem too. The word ‘dictator was heard in a couple of pubs. Apparently, there are a 
few players cranky at the way Robert Zabica was brought in and the deal he was offered, 
Threats to players about their future at the club might not be the best way to do business, 
either. Players from different clubs do talk to each other off the pitch and, it is thought, a 
number have been warning potential Glary signings that they should be wary of rushing West. 
A couple of ourrent players are rumoured to be so pissed off that they have no qualms about 
trying their luck in ‘foreign’ climes at the end of the season. 


It would be a shame if these numours are true and Perth blow all the good work they've 
done by upsetting some fans and players with stupid politics. But, hey, that's Australian 
SOCCET. 


Time's up! 

A gripe we hear from time to time centres around match details, and in particular the time 
given for goals. A recent classic case was the Canberra Cosmos v Adelaide City match, 
where 'On the Ball’ listed Dino Mennillo scoring in the 85th minute (the voice-over telling us 
there was a fair bit of injury time), The Australian listed it as the 61st minute, while the referees 


report listed it as the 76th minute! 

The reason for the discrepancy would seem simple. Some, if not ail, of the referees stop their 
watch(es) during hold-ups in play, while the press box keeps ‘em running. Either way is 
neither right nor wrong, but it does breed confusion when siatisticians start digging into the 
archives. Can somebody PLEASE make a decision on this simplest of matters and make 
sure everybody is on the same wavelength. 

















in Hall of Fame shock! 

Brought to our attention was a half-page article in a recent copy of Smash Hits entitled 

| Sporting Hall of Fame where a sporty type tells us about his hobbies and other stuff teenagers 

| are interested in. So if you want to know who cuts Francis Awaritefe's hair, or which bancl he 
hangs out with “I've been to so many concerts that I'm a groupie", or his internet habits you 

can write to him at Marconi-Fairfield Soccer Club, P O Box 6767, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164 
Oh, and by the way, according to Smash Hits the correct pronunciation is A-Wor-ee-lee-fay 


Any ever heard it pronounced properly? 


A-Wo r-ee-tee-fa 








Grand Final at Suncorp? 


From Anthony Fensom 


The Brisbane Strikers have fougnt back fram a New Year form slump to face the 
prospect of hosting an inaugural championship grand final in Queensland. Strikers player/ 
manager Frank Farina won a psychological battle with both his players and the rest of the 
league after stating publicly in April that the goal was a finals berth, no more, no less. 
After winning five out of the last six matches (including a 2-0 win over the Glory boys in 
Perth) the Strikers have secured the vital second place with a double-chance of playing, if 
not hosting, the Ericsson Cup decider. 

For the correspondent, the prospect of having to travel a mere handful of kilometres 
instead of hundreds of kilometres to watch the championship final is a pleasing prospect 
The Strikers undoubtedly have an excellent chance if winning the grand final should they 
perform at their peak on the match day, The likelihood of success would be even higher 
should Brisbane be the venue, and not the usual hosts Sydney or Melbourne. 


The fact that the Strikers have already achieved a club record second position in Frank 
Farina's debut coaching season is a tribute to the professionalism of the former 
international. Although wobbly at times in defence without the leadership of Alan Hunter, 
the Strikers have assembled a strike force average over two goals per game. After 25 
rounds, Farina and forward partner Rod Brown had scored 11 goals apiece, with 
Queensland Academy recruit Wayne Knipe also contributing. Over the season, 
outstanding youth prospects have emerged, pramising a bright future for the club following 
the imminent retirement of the ‘old guard’ (Brown, Phillips, Wright, Hunter, and Farina). 
Wayne Knipe, defender Matthew Bell, midfield acrobatic sensation Kasey Wehrman and 
Chay Hews have emerged unheralded fron the Academy. Solid performances from Glen 
Gwynne, Mark Battistin and the capable Cranney brothers have combined to form a potent 
side which concentrates on producing entertaining, attacking football. 


similarly sydney United possesses a lethal attack, with a group of young players 
marshalled by veteran Kupresak at the back and the wily Marusic in midfield. Sydney 
United have demonstrated the benefits of full-time training, with the main danger for the 
club being a Melbourne Knights style exodus of key players following the season finale. 
Brisbane met Sydney United at the Suncorp Stadium on January 4, pleasing a record 
13,121 crowd with a 3-0 victory, United however avenged their defeat the following 
weekend in Sydney, going 'one-up' on Brisbane with a 4-0 drubbing. The evidence of 
these two matches would suggest that hame advantage 's vital. 


After a war of words between Branko Culina and the league administrators (likely a 
subtle psychological ploy) the first leg of the two-leg major semi-final will be played at 
Brisbane's Suncorp Stadium on May 4, The Strikers will be seeking at the minimum a two 
goal ‘cushion’ to lake to Sydney in the return match. A draw or a loss in Brisbane would 
likely see the Strikers having to win the club's first grand final in Sydney - a difficult 
prospect, considering that Sydney United are also chasing their final national 
Championship. 

January and February 1997 were two forgettable months for the Strikers with only two 
wins irom six matches, Yet after losing 1-0 to the Melbourne Knights in the first national 
league match played at Kardinia Park, Geelong, the Strikers recovered to record impressive 
victories over Marconi (2-1), West Adelaide (3-2), Perth Glory (2-0), Canberra (3-1) and 
Heidelberg (2-0). The only interruption was a 5-3 loss in Sydney at the hands of a 
temperamental UTS Olympic. 


Reviewing the season, the Strikers will probably mark three matches as being crucial to 
their championship contention: a 1-0 victory away to Marconi in November, December's 4-0 
trashing of Wollongong in Wollongong, and the 2-0 victory in Perth. A loss to Perth would 
have seen considerable pressure placed on the Strikers from the chasing pack, including 
south Melbourne, Adelaide City and Marconi for the second spot, 

The Strikers final home match for the season will be against the Gippsland Falcons, still 
celebrating their re-admittance to the national league in 1997/98. With Brisbane's second 
place secure (nearest rivals South Melbourne are four points behind) the Strikers have the 
opportunity to rest some key players and give the younger prospects a work-out against a 
reasonable opponent, 

Approaching the finals, the Strikers have welcomed back captain Alan Hunter, Kasey 
Wehrman and Sean Cranny from injury. Sadly key defenders Glen Gwynne and Mark 
Baittistin will be watching the rest of the campaign from the sidelines after sustaining serious 
Injunes (ankle injury from Battistin; broken jaw for Gwynne sustained against Perth). Rod 
Brown requiries only three goals from the remaining matches fo equal John Kosmina’s all- 
time NSL goalscoring record of 133 goals. 





~) 


In other news, former Strikers record goakscorer Chris Slater has transferred to XXX 
Premier league club Bisbane City. After sm rounds of the new Premier League City remain 
undefeated with four wins and two draws, Alan Hunter has also announced his transfer to 
the new NSL club Carlton for the 1997/98 season. The suprise move is a result of Hunters 
wife gaining a job promotion in Melbourne, with Carlton keen to sign the expenenced farmer 
SOCCEroo, 

The Strikers will also be seeking to break their record attendence figure of 13,121 when 
sydney United venture to Brisbane in the major semi-final, Attendences afier twenty-five 
rounds have risen by 2.9% from the former season. Yet excluding the United match, the 
average gate falls from 5,207 to 4,488, below the average set in 1995/96 of approximately 
3,000. Nothing however can be more certain to draw oul the parochial Queensland public 
than a battle against the southerners. 

Sydney United have proven that they are the best side in the National League over the full 
season, Finals football however is a different proposition, with the Strikers keen to avenge a 
semi-final loss to United in the previous campaign. Captain Alan Hunter is one player out of 
the two clubs to have already felt the pain of a loss on grand final day. Will lightning strike 
twice for the Strikers, or could it be the year for the outsiders to triumph’? 


SS a 






David back in Public Service mode already! 
lt was a welcome retum to 'On the Ball’ for David Hill on April 27 with the SocAus chief happy 
to spare about ten minutes (!) explaining to Kyle & co the purpose of the commissioners 
think-tank at Wollongong. Once again the topic of Hill's remuneration came up, and once 
again they agreed to split straws over the $75,000 payment to Hill's consultancy company 
Unfortunately, the point seems to have been missed again. If Hill was paid a proper retainer 
by SocAus then he would have no reason to find a paid gig outside the SFS. His recent six 
month appointment to the NSW Railways is only likely to reduce the amount of time he has 
available ta administer soccer in this country. That may well please his protaganists, but it is 
not good for the game in Australia, 

















His return to public office has certainly sharpened his rambling skills however, When 
Kyle asked him about dates for the Asian play-off later this year, David may well have broken 
the world record for taking the longest time (and using the most words) to say ‘I don't Know’, | 
And why would he’? The Asians are still in the preliminary stage of their qualifiers and have 
no idea who will make up the group of ten nations fo contest the second phase, let alone 
when fhey willbe played. | 











When is a contract not a legally binding document? When the player 
who signed it decides to tear it up and pretend it didn't exist? 


Signed, sealed and delivered? 


Recently two of Victonan soccer's most talented young players, Joe Simunic and Bill 
Damianos, signed for Cartton only to abruptly change their minds and tear the contracts up 
Damianos re-signed with South Melbourne while Simunic hopes to find a European club. 
We know what would happen if a corporation signed a contract only to renege on the deal a 
week later. The brown, runny stuff would hit the round, oscillating object immediately 
Obviously local players and clubs operate on vastly different business principles to the rest of 
the country. 


soccer Australia’s transfer guidelines allow players to become free agents at the end of 
their contracts whilst clubs can approach players coming out of contract in the six months 
preceding its completion. Naturally Carlton has been trying to sign as many quality players 
pnor to their inaugural season as possibile, and they have already targeted several 
Collingwood players who automatically become free agents at the completion of the season 
when the Warriors cease being an A-League club. 

Players on longer-term contracts with Melbourne clubs such as Andrew Marth, Paul 
Tnmboli and Fausto de Amicis have been declared off-limits by their current clubs who reserve 
the right to keep the players until the completion of their contracts. This is where Simunic and 
Damianos come inta the picture. With many contracted players unavailable, the Blues have 
turned their attention to thase players who are coming towards the end of their contracts. 

This has led to uneasy relationships between Carlton and the other Melbourne clubs. 
George Vasilopoulos publicly accused Carlton of attempting to poach nine of its players, a 
move he believes will undermine its finals campaign, Lou Sticca and Eddie Krncevic have 
denied any impropriety in their transfer dealings. Carlton insist that they have only 
approached players in the last six months of their contracts and haven't attempted to sign 
players on longer-term contracts without seeking club permission first 

What has annoyed clubs is Carlton's ability to enquire about players while the season is 
still in progress. Their annoyance ts unfounded. This is perfectly legal and standard practice 
throughout the sporting world. 


Bill Damianos is one such player who is a free agent at the completion of the 1996/97 
season, His current deal with South Melbourne (signed while a youth team player) is not as 
lucrative as those of established stars like Trimboli and De Amicis. Naturally he is keen to take 
advaniage of his growing stature within the game and ensure his next contract has some 
larger numerals on it With less than two months remaining in the current season the Lakers 
had yet to offer him a new contract. Their apparent disinterest struck a raw nerve. If they 
wanted to retain his services, why not offer him a better contract several months ago? Did 
they believe that his loyalty to a club he had supported as a boy would see him resist any 
offers? 

He allegedly approached Cariton and returned to the Bob Jane Stadium with a vastly more 
lucrative offer than his current deal The Lakers - probably believing that this was just a ploy to 
strengthen his bargaining position - called his bluff. Damianos promptly returned to Princes 
Park and signed on the dotted line Soon after he nonchalantly strolled into training one 
afternoon and announced that as of next season he was a Carlton player. 

The shock reverberated around the club for days, jaws dropped and teeth were oritted. 
Billy was banished to the youth team for the rest of the season and his name was scratched 
from the locker room, After a week of leper-like treatment he caved in to the pressure of being 
cold-shouldered by people he had grown up and played with 


It was this sort of behaviour that had most modern-thinking soccer fans scratching their 
heads. As Brendan Schwab, chief executive of the players association, pointed out during a 
recent discussion: Canterbury Bulldogs won the rugby leaque premiership with three players 
who had all publicly committed themselves to another club for the following season. And one 
of those three won the Clive Churchill medal. 

But back to Damianos. He tore up his Blues contract and was welcomed back to the club 
like a long-lost son (cue the big brass band complete with Hellas trumpeter). He returned as a 
substitute against West Adelaide and reclaimed his spot in the starting line-up for the Lakers 
game in Perth. All's well that ends well your probably thinking; except for the slight matter of 
having signed a legally binding contract with Carlton. 

Joe Simunic simply decided he wanted to tear up his contract at the end of the season and 
head for Europe. He laughably claimed that he signed the contract under duress even though 
he had initialled a doubling of his match payments prior to signing with Carlton. Tne (Bob 
Jane) Blues didn't even attempt to claim that Damianos was under duress when he signed for 
Carlton, He had changed his mind and was now a Laker. As if it's that simple... 

Lou Sticca is adamant that the players wiil fulfill their contracts or "sit on their bums for the 
next two years". In support of the (Optus Oval) Blues, Soccer Australia and the Players Union 
have reaffirmed that players cannot sign two contracts in the last two months of their existing 
deals. Which ultimately brings us to the ticklish matter of exactly who was advising the players 

of the obligations and rights. 





There are three main ways a player can contest the validity of a contract: duress, 
misrepresentation and unconscionability (moral bankruptcy). The misrepresentation factor 
cannot be dismissed lightly, FIFA requiations state that a close family relative can be chief 
negotiator for the player, a situation that quite obviously is not always in the best interests of 
the player. How would the relative know the realistic market value, for example? 

Brendan Schwab is a touch blunter, He is genuinely disturbed by the number of players 
and, incredibly, clubs whe have little idea of how the modern-day transfer system works. 

He is looking to set up an equal opportunity code in Australian soccer, where the persecution 
of players such as Damianos is simply not tolerated. Soccer in Australia in 1997 is fast 
becoming 4 serious business - the game is going professional, after all - and clubs have to 
treat players as employees who have full rights for the FULL term of the contract. Relegating 
players to the bench or beyond as a penalty for, effectively, giving 3-6 months notice, is more 
than just a bit hypocritical. 

It would be sad to see either player not play soccer next season but Carlton, having acted 
lawfully under the Collective Agreement, have the upper hand and are surely not about to 
allow either player to just walk away 


Few of those involved have come out of the situation with any credit. If Simunic and 
Damianos were unsure about playing for the Blues then why did they sign for them in the first 
place? By all means, they could have used Carlton's interest as a bargaining tool with their 
current clubs, but to sign with the Blues implied that they really wanted to play for them. 

Both players have suffered some appalling advice. Did Bill Damianos (was he really 
advised by his father when negoatiating with Carlton?) know of the consequences of signing 
two contracts with two different clubs in the space of a fortnight? The Melbourne Knights had 
resigned themselves to losing Simunic at the end of the season anyway, but if South 
Melbourne wanted to re-sign Damianos why did they wait until he had inked with Carlton 
before offering him a new contract? Once a player enters the last six months of his contract 
he becomes fair game. It may not be palatable, but they are the rules. 


The Players’ Union has made enormous strides in winning basic rights such as freedom of 
contract and minimum conditions for all players, The bad old days of players being left unpaid 
and contracted to clubs for eternity like slaves are over (unless those rumours eminating from 
sydney have some truth in therm), Freedom of contract is a basic privelege but some players 
have difficulty in understanding that they have contractual obligations that they can't ignore, 





The Victorian Women's Soccer Association started its 1997 
season on 6 April with 54 teams playing off in seven Divisions. 
SU subscriber Alan Clark reckons the game is in good condition. 


Sometime SU correspondent Peter Athanasiadis was elected to replace long-time 
President Jason Hoare who was himself recently elected as one of the VSF 
Commissioners. Peter leads an experienced executive team with much experience in the 
womens game. It is a tribute to Jason and his executive that the VWSA has thrived as a 
stand-alone league, and accordingly been able to devoie its full attentions to the women’s 
game for many years 

The fact that there are 54 teams in the 1997 season is a reflection of this and of the 
work of VWSA Development Officer Nicky Leitch - herself a Victorian open age 
representative player. The VWSA assists schools and newly-formed clubs bring the game 
to girls and women, and encourages them to play the game. 


_ Last season's Premier Division Champions were Melbourne Zebras who put an end to 
Cranbourne’s recent run of Championships. These two clubs are expected to be equally as 
strong this year, and the most likely to take the championship 

A large number of State players at open-age and restricted-age levels are concentrated 

in these two clubs, Zebras contain a fair swag of Victoria's ITC squad while there are a 
number of open-age representative players at Cranbourme. A few other clubs, notably 
Westvale and South Melbourne, have three or four representative players as well, 

The gap between these clubs and most others is considerable. Last year a 22-0 result ina 

Premier League match was instrumental in recognising a better ranking of clubs was 
Fr critical to the development of the game. A restructuring of a leaque format was required. 
The restructuring was an initiative of the VWSA seeking to ensure a viable league program 
for elite players whilst recognising the playing standard gap to the next level. 


The new league set-up applies to eighteen clubs playing in the Premier and First 
Divisions, Six teams play in each of the Premier, Firsi East, and First West Divisions. 
These clubs’ league program is based on playing other clubs within their Division twice, as 
well as playing inter-Divisional games. Each First Division club plays each club of the other 
First Division once, and each First Division plays the same three Premier clubs. This will 
allow those clubs at the next level down from the Premier Division to have an exposure to 
Premier tearns, without that exposure having an overly strong influence on their League 
program) 

The traditional intra-Divisional structure operates in Divisions Two to Five, where the 
lixtures are based on ten team Divisions playing an eighteen round season. Two of these 
Dwisions currently have fewer than ten teams able to be ranked in them, and one has 
teams play each other three times rather than twice. 

Clubs which have sufficient players are able to field more than one team, but as there 
are no reserve Divisions, these 'B’, and 'C’ teams are ranked in jower Divisions. There are 
seven clubs with more than one team entered 

Most women players are in their mid to late teens and early twenties. The VWSA will 
not register a player under the age of 12. Below that age, junior teams are able to play 
boys and girls together 


There are national women's titles at junior and open-age levels. With women's soccer 
also being an Olympic Sport, and with the recent creation of a Women's World Cup, 
players with skill and commitment have enormous opportunities. 


But even if a player's aim is not to seek representative selection, there are VWSA 
affiliated women’s teams now operating across the Melbourne and surrounding area fron) 
Altona to Melton to Mitcham to Pakenham and Seaford, as well as from Victorian regional 
centres like Geelong, Ballarat, and Morwell. Bendigo is one of a number of Victorian 
regional centres to have their own regionally based women's leaques. There are teams 
from Melbourne, Monash, and LaTrobe Universities - Melbourne Uni fielding three teams 


Many women's teams are affiliated with men’s teams, at least for the purposes of 
sharing ground, pavilion, and training venues. Some Encsson Cup teams have affiliated 
women’s teams - South Melbourne, Gippsland Falcons, and Melbourne Warriors/ 
Heidelberg have fielded teams for many years now. This year, Melbourne Knights has 
entered a team which has already done well in pre-season competition. 

Victonan State League Premier Division sides are also represented with Melton and 
Zebras amongst those fielding women's teams. But the representation is at all levels in the 
men's game - from Amateur, Provisional, and Victorian Leagues. 


itis becoming clearer that men's teams increase their chances of retaining community 
playing facilities if their club is more than just a men’s sports club - councils are having 
pressure placed upon them by their communities wanting to ensure women obtain access 
ta the facilities they fund through their council rates. The existence of a men's and 
women's soccer team within the same club also allows for match-days to be more inclusive 
than if only men’s teams played, igi 

Men's clubs have only gains to make from hosting or creating a women's team. Andas ~ 
the women's game also gains by a greater number of players and clubs, our sport gains as 
well, We can all help - from mums and dads ensuring their daughters as well as sons are 
included in the backyard kick-about games, to brothers and boyfriends encouraging 
participation in park kick-abouts without mocking their sisters’ efforts whilst learning the 
skills. 

And its probably in the skills acquisition that women trail except at the top end of the 
league Usually women players have come to the game later than men players, and so 
have not had access to the sare number of hours and matches with a football. Sadly, they 
have often been made to feel from a very early age that joining in park games is not 
appropriate 

But don't question their commitment, fitness, or tactical awareness - "ve coached 
women's and men's teams and find that women players are more inclined to want to learn a 
skill or tactic, then put it into effect in a game. Men players have usually perfected the 
technique more easily at training, bul are less inclined to put it into practice in a game, 
preferring instead to repeat things they may have learnt ten or more years before. 


Alan Clark is currently a coach of one of South Melbourne's women's leams, and 
assisted the VWSA restructure its League and compile its fixtures through his 
McRopod Concepts sports administration business. 


VWSA President Peter Athanasiadias has promised to contribute to SU24, 
detailing how he is approaching his new position. 





As this contribution is prepared, there are just two 
rounds left of the Ericsson Cup. It is certainly 
proving to be a close finish for the Top 6 spots 
behind Sydney United. | suspect that it will be just 
as close when it comes to judging the 1996/7 
Ericsson Cup Programme of the Year. Currently 
the list of judges is being appointed and their 
guidelines will be circulated. If we were to judge 
Ericsson Club Programmes based on the 
enthusiasm of the clubs themselves, then it might 
easily become a six horse race. | wonder at times 
if some clubs PR machines have lost the oil can 
and have ground to a very rusty halt! Fortunately, 
we (and the clubs) have some very keen 
supporters who send in programmes to ensure 
that their club is featured. Special thanks to Mary 
Pirchan at the Lakers and Wilhelmina Kemperman 
at the Cosmos for their help. For the other 4 or 5 
clubs, my thanks for your tremendous support in 
sending in your home issues, Keep up the good 
work. 


When the season is finally over, there will be 
plenty of opportunities to look at representative 
issues along with non Ericsson Cup issues, We 
might even get a chance to look at some big club 
issues from overseas to add variety, 


Continue to send the programmes in, they are 
always welcomed for inclusion. Send your 
contributions to: | 


EWEN ANDERSON 


PO BOY 2156, ALEXANDRA HILLS, 
QLD 4dI 





West Adelaide v Brisbane Strikers 
Sunday ist December, 1996 
Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide 
36 pages (22 pp ads) - Size 148m x 211mm 


such a shame that West Adelaide dol seem to strive 
too much to improve thew issue. Seems fairly similar 
to last year - and (hat includes too many ads yet 
again. The layoul is fine (hey could melide mare stals 
and features) but generally the ads take privity 


The cover has a B & W picture and blue spot colour 
Details of the match are clear. 3 - President's Report 
and club directory. 5 - Editorial. In difficult to read 
overpint it says “The fact thal Australia, little 
Australia, has enticed one of (he world's most well 
known and respected coaches is truly unbelievable" 
A positive response to El Tel's appointment. 7 - 
secretary's Notes + ad. 9 - Doomspeak, A longue in 
cheek game preview + ad, 11 - More Doormnspeak on 
the last home game + ad. 13 - Dribble assesses the 
season so far + ad. 15 - Dribble cont. + ads. 17 


PRocRAwMes (Nn Revie 


Captains Report + ad. 18/9 Squads + ads. 23 - 
Comment. A view on the direction the game is going + 
ad. 24 - The next 4 rounds fixtures in full; leading 
league scorers + man of the match awards. 27 - 
League table + ad. 28 - SA Youth league news & table 
+ ad. 29 - Advertorial on Reusch with some WOEFUL 
spelling errors! 31 - A review of past Strikers clashes + 
ad. 33 - Advertorial on SportsCare. All olher pages are 
ads. 


So around 11 features but lacking in variety. 





West Adelaide v / Brisbane Strikers 


Marconi Fairfield v Canberra Cosmos 
Saturday 1st February, 1997 
Marconi Stadium, Bossley Park 
32 Pages (20 pp ads) - Size 148mm x 213mm 


A change in slyle and size from last season's winning 
formula - nol necessarily for the better. In changing 
editor, al least # doesn'l look the same as other 
Duntroon issues. Top heavy on ads. 


Cover - A light blue border with B & W picture. Spot 
fed) and green colours used, Match details are clearly 
given. 3 - Welcome Back! A newsy editorial + club 
directory, 4 - The Bomber's Bench - Manfred's opinion 
on things + ad. 6 - Paul Wade. A Tribute + ad. 8 - 
Profile on Brad Maloney + ads. 10 - Marconi's fixture’s 
& results including attendance’s + ad, 14 - The squads 
+ ad, 15 - League table + other games during the 
weekend. 16 - Photo with meaningless caption to the 
neulral + ad. 18 - Details of youth team tour to Italy + 
sponsors, 20 - Legends of Bossley Park - Tom 
McCulloch, 22 - Youth Leaque report & table. 24 - 
Marconi on the Internet. 30 - From the Stable. From 
the horse's (stallion's) mouth! 





There’s not too much more to say here. Changes are 
not always for the better although personally | prefer 
the A3 size over the A4 size of last year. 
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Gippeisad | Falcons v South Melbourne takers 





Gippsland Falcons v South Melbourne Lakers 
Saturday 12th October, 1996 
Falcons Park, Morwell 
20 pages (7 pp ads) - Size 150mm x 211mm 


lt was a bit hard to work this programme out, The front 
cover contained no details of the match and even 
page three only gave the opposition with no date. 
This comes across as very much a home spun issue 
with 3 of the 7 pages of ads being club promos. Let's 
look and see what il offers. 








Cover - As already descnbed. Is blue and winle 2 - 
Ad. 3 - Falcons Crest & opposilion + next week's 
games. 4 - Club Officials. 5 - From the President 6 - 
Editonal. A Club with a Future. 7 - From the Coach § 
- Ads. 9 - Club Honours (including the “lalian Cup" in 
1973! 10 - The Players. 11 - Falcons games for 96/7 
12 - Ad. 13 - Profile of Eddie Kmcevic. 14 - Club 
News. 15 - Junior Falcons News. 16/7 - Ads. 18 
Warming not to run onto the pitch! 19/20 - Ads. 


Simple, not flashy, but something to read with variety. 
Needs to polish up on presentation in a number of 
areas such as match details on the cover. 


South Melbourne v Collingwood Warriors 
Sunday Sth January, 1997 
Bob Jane Stadium, Melbourne 
32 pages (20.5 pp ads) - Size 148mm x 211mm 


Do you like ads? If yes, then this is the programme for 
you! Reduced in size from last year to A3. Also a 
change in editor, the cover leads one to think that this 
issue will be quite a little gem. The cover features 
different shades of blue with a colour photo of the 
squad, match details are clearly shown. (This issue 
had the incorrect round.) 


Page 3 - Club directory + editorial. 4/5 - Feature on 
Alex Kuzmanovic + ads. 6 - Gameday. 5 photos from 
the 1-0 win over Perth. 15 - League results for Rnd 12. 
League table + fixtures for next 2 rounds. 16 - Stats on 
the club. Lakers Squad + photo. 17 - Warriors Squad 
+ away Stats for the visitors + ad. 18 - Lakers use their 
head + ads. 27 - Epic Encounters + Fun Stuff (quiz) + 
ad. 28/9 Focus on the opponents & Warriors to Watch. 
(Finally something worth reading). 30 - 20 questions 
with P_ Trimboli. 


And the rest are ads. Not much more to say really. 
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South Melbourne v Collwaniaod Warriors 


Twenty Years On....From Andrew Howe 


Wednesday the 2nd of April 1997 passed by almost uneventfully - until the Aussies 
resoundingly beat Hungary 3-1 late in the night Oz time. But this date denoted another 
footballing benchmark - the twentieth birthday of our national soccer league (NSL). 

Divided opinions abound on the current state of the league. Well maybe it still ain't 
captured the imagination of the Oz sporting public. But realistically, its in the best shape it 
has ever been. Lets take a snapshot of this special date: 2nd of April 1977 (that's the 
NSL's date of birth) and subsequent 5 yearly birthdays. 


SATURDAY 2 APRIL 1977 


Oz soccer news: WSL kick-off The first NSL game started at 2.30pm Canberra time. 
Canberra played West Adelaide at Manuka Oval. Seven minutes into this game, John 
Kosmina kicked the league's first ever goal - a pass from a throw-in and a low shot into 
goal. West Adelaide won 3-1, with 1500 watching. 

The two other games that day commenced at 3.00pm: Footscray 0 St George 0 (crowd 
1000) and Sydney Olympic 0 South Melbourne 2 (5872). The following day saw Adelaide 
City 0 Brisbane Lions 0 (6320), Brisbane City 0 Marconi 1 (5214), Fitzroy (later Heidelberg) 
1 Eastern Suburbs (later Sydney City) 3 (7460) and Sydney's Western Suburbs 5 
Mooroolbark 0 (1000). These large crowd imbalances were a feature of year one. 

On this week 

Round 1 of the 1977 Philips Soccer League. A fourteen team league means there were 
seven games this weekend, Average crowd for this round: 4100. 

Aussie soccer newspapers: Soccer World and Soccer Action. Average length of NSL 
match reports: 150 words (SW), 400 (SA). 

Aussie soccer TV: the one hour ‘Philips Top Soccer’ on network 0-10 screened every 
Saturday night with highlights from the two or three games played that day. 

Other news: ACTU leader Bob Hawke negotiates a $6 per week pay rise for Aussie 


5 hm workers - lifting the average weekly wage to $159. 


FRIDAY 2 APRIL 1982 

Oz Soccer news: A morming meeting between national league club APIA, the local 
(Leichardt) council and Balmain Rugby Leaque club failed to resolve a conflict that was 
brewing between soccer and rugby league in the district. APIA applied to share Leicharat 
Oval with Baimain for the 1982 season. But Balmian,who had a thirty year lease on the 
groung, vigorously opposed it. APIA had played one amtch at Leichhardt Oval the previus 
year (1981), but it wasn't until the 1991/92 season that the club played there regularly. 

On this week 

Round 8 of the 1982 Philips Soccer League A sixteen team league means there were 
eight games this weekend Average crowd for this round 4300 - included 12,186 who 
watched Olympic-APIA at Pratten Park - the third largest ever Sydney crowd for a non- 
finals game 

Aussie soccer newspapers Soccer World, Soccer Action and Australian Soccer Weekly 

‘ enath of NSL match reparts: 350 words (SW), 450 (SA), Sadly, this was SW's 
lassi u’ — years in the business 

Aussie soccer TV: no programs exclusively covering the NSL, Captain Socceroo (30 mins) 
screened twice a week SBS, formed two years earlier, only transmitted 6pm to 11pm daily 
Other news: Argentina occupy the Falkland islands, prompting Britain to declare war the 
following day. 


THURSDAY 2 APRIL 1987 

Oz soccer news: Australia's most successful NSL team were told earlier in (he week tial 
their financial backers, the Sydney Hakoah Club, were withdrawing all monetary supper 
This essentially meant that the tear was to fold - one week into the 1987 season Sydriey 
City's remarkable NSL record included four championships and two runners up in the 
league's first ten years. Desoite this, the club were rarely able to attract more than 2000 lo 
home games. 

On April 2, Harry Michaels met with the Hakoah board and agreed to buy the tearn oul 
The agreement included an arrangement to play City’s home games in other cities. 

But after a two and a half hour meeting the following day, the league announced that 
Sydney City would be withdrawn from the competition immediately. The NSL did not want 
to risk what was, in reality, a rushed proposal by Michaels and the Hakoah board 
Amazingly, the Apnl 3 official announcement of the Slickers' death was made exactly ten 
years - to the hour - of the team's first ever NSL game! 

On this week 

Round 2 of the 1987 West End National Soccer league. Following Sydney City's demise 
after just one round, there was a thirteen team league - thus six games this weekend, 
Average crowd for this round. 3400. 

Aussie soccer newspapers: Soccer Action and Australian Soccer Weekly. Average length 
of NSL match reports: 500 (SA), 350 (ASW). Soccer Action's April 7 issue was its last, 
after starting up in 1976, 

Aussie soccer TV: NSL prograrns on SBS Sunday evenings (2 hours) and Monday nights 
(30 mins), On the Bail (30 mins) midday Saturday, 

Other news: The Queensiand Rugby League agreed to enter a Brisbane-based tear in 
the NSWRL competition. After ten years of soccer having the exclusive national football 
competition, the other major codes had finally caught up. 


THURSDAY 2 APRIL 1 

Oz soccer news: Aggregate crowd figures were released for the just completed 1991/92 
season, showing an increase of three percent over the previous season. However most 
clubs recorded a decrease in attendances. The overall increase was due to the pulling 
power of the new clubs - Newcastle, West Adelaide and Brisbane Strikers - in relation to 
the clubs that were axed in 1997 (St George, Sunshine and Wollongong Macedonia), 
Also on this day Preston were given a wrist slap, albeit a relatively hefty one, over crowd 
trouble in their home match v Heidelberg in February. A reported 50 mobile police units 
and a helicopter crew were called in to quell disagreements between the two sets of 
supporters. Preston were found guilty of failing to ensure the orderly conduct of their 
supporters. The NSL ruled that the ciub's home matches against Heidelberg for the ext 
two seasons be played behind closed doors. The behind closed doors bit was later 
reversed, but instead Preston had 4 competition points deducted from their 1992/93 
campaign - which ended up being their last 

On this week 

Round 26 of the Coca-Cola Soccer League. Fourteen teams meant seven games were 
played this weekend. Average crowd for this round: 2500. The Brisbane United v 
Parramatta Eagles match started one hour late due to Parramatta's late arrival. Brisbane's 
2-1 victory secures sixth position in their first NSL season - however the top six finals formal 
didn't start until the following year. 

Aussie soccer newspapers. Australian & British Soccer Weekly, Average length of NSL 
match reports; 450 words, 

Aussie soccer TV: One hour NSL programs on SBS each Monday evening and Tuesday 
night. 

Other news: Ros Kelly, the minister for sport, announces the phasing oul of tobacen 
sponsorship in sport. 


WEDNESDAY 2 APRIL 1997 

Oz soccer news: The Socceroos record their seventh win on the trot, and qual best resull 
on European soil by beating Hungary 3-1 in Budapest. The winning streak is the best 
since getting nine consecutive wins in a tour of South East Asia in 1967. 

On this week: 

Round 24 of the Ericsson Cup. Fourteen teams = seven games per weekend, Average 
crowd for this round: 4600, Sydney United wrap up the mior premiership - their first 
according to media reports. But they also finished on top of the 1986.NSL northern 
conference ladder. 

Aussie soccer newspapers: Australian & British Soccer Weekly (in its 18th year). Average 
length of NSL match reports: 400 words. 

Aussie soccer TV: Monday night NSL wrap-up (1 hour), On the Ball (Sundays, 7 hour). 
Optus pay-TV live matches on Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights. 

Other news: Senator Mal Coiston's infamous travelling expenses scandal (boring). 


Geographic coverage of the league: 1977-1997 
1977 1982 1987 1982 1993 1594 1995 1996 1397 
oydney a 
Melbourne 4 
Adelaide 2 
Brisbane 2 
Canberra 1 
Newcastle - 
Wollongong - 
Gippsland - 
Perth - - - - 
TOTAL 14 16 13 14 
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So what of the future? 

Nearly two years after the famous National Soccer Summit, SocAus has finally decided 
it is time to lay some concrete plans for the future. Following an “infense Wwo-day Straiegic 
Planning Workshop" in Wollongong which was attended by the entire SocAus beard and 
senior Management, the sport's governing body in this country have commenced work ona 
five-year plan which will “aggressively push the game into the next century, both on and off 
the field " 

The workshop identified a number of key areas requiring attention: 

71 Acontinuing commitment ta positive change 2 Ongoing reformation of the 
Nafional League. 3. Streamlining administraton throughout Australia (including the 
introduction of a national system of player registration). 4. Maximising the career path 
for players from Rooball to Secceroo 5 Maximising performance at the inter-national 
level. 6, Substantially increase revenue, market share and profile of the game. 

lf all that sounds as if they're stating the bleedin’ obvious and the trip down to the ‘gong 
was nothing more than a pleasant weekend away, read on., 

Soccer Australia's renovation of the National League will continue, with the broadening 
of the competition via the inclusion of "strategically located clubs", further private club 
ownership, ground rationalisation to make the league more "geographically accessible" to 
the wider Australian community, improved facilities and full professionalism. Eniry and 
exit cntena are to be tightened. 

Note the inclusion of the word ‘exit’. After the Collingberg fiasco it seems SocAus will be 
keen to ensure any future additions to the Ericsson Cup fulfil their responsibilities. 

It is a commitment which will be fully tested when Optus Oval (Carlton) suddenly becomes 
unavailable wnen the 1998 AFL season begins... 





20 stats you really didn't need to know.... 


Number of goals scored by a goalkeeper in open play? 
1 - Bob Catlin, playing for APIA v Marconi, August 1984 


Biggest run of drawn games? 
6 - Brisbane Lions (May-July 1980), St Gearge (Jan-Feb, 1991) 


Biggest away run of games without a win? 
23 - Newcastle Breakers (Nov 1995-Feb 1997) 


Biggest run of scoring the same number of goals? 
7 - Sunshine (June-July 1986), Gippsland (Dec 1993-Jan 1994), South Melbourne (Oct-Nov 
4996), UTS Olympic (Nov-Dec 1996) - All these teams scored one goal per game. 


Biggest run of conceding the same number of goals?’ 
7 - Melbourne Knights (0 goals: May-July 1986), Heidelberg (0 goals: July-Sept 1986), 
Preston (2 goals: March 1990-Oct 1990), Parramatta Eagles (1 goal’ Jan-Feb 1991) 


Greatest turnaround between two teams in the same season? 
13 goals - Marconi 9 Blacktown 0 (March 1980), Blacktown 5 Marconi 1 (June 1980) 
13 goals - Adelaide City 7 Bnsbane 0 (Nov 1995), Brisbane 7 Adelaide City 1 (Feb 1996) 


The most number of 0-0 games in one season? 
2? (in 1986) 


Largest number of different grounds used in one season? 
5 - Sydney City in 1983 (Sydney Athletic Field, Marconi Stadium, Oaks Oval (Lismore), 
Graeme Park (Gosford) and St George Stadium) 


Most number of league, cup and finals games played in one season? 
448 in 1984. (In 1996/97 there were 214 league, cup and finals games) 


Number of games that commenced, were abandoned and not replayed? 
41 - UTS Olympic v Sydney City (July 1985) 


Number of games that commenced, were abandoned and replayed? 
3 - Canberra v UTS Olympic (May 1981, cup), Canberra v South Melbourne (March 1984, 
league), Canberra v Inter Monaro (March 1986, cup) 


Number of national league players with the most common surname? | 
14 - Wilson (Darren, Gary, Graham, Ken, Leon, Lindsay, Mark, Paul, Peter x 2, Richard) 


Number of letters in the longest surname of a national league player? 
16 - Richard Bassingthwaite (Brisbane Lions), Nick Theodorakopaulos (UTS Olympic, APIA) 


Round 26 of the 1896/97 season was the 559th round since the league began: 

- The minimum crowd in round 15 1996/97 was 4169. This is the highest minimum crowd for 
@ round. 

- The maximum crowd in round 14 1987 was 2500. This is the lowest maximum crowd for a 
round. 

- Number of rounds where all teams scored: 5 (in 1978, 1982, 1983, 1990/91, 1994/95 and 
the final round of 1996/97) 

- Number of rounds where no home teams won. 4 (in 1977, 1987 X 2, 1995/96) 

- Number of rounds where all home teams won: 3 (in 1982, 1992/93 and 1996/97) . 

- Number of rounds where no teams scored an odd number of goals: 2 (In 1987, 1996/97) - 
now I'm just getting silly... 





In the first division, there are three strong teams that will post the runming for the larg 
| | ey] . season ahead. ANU currently heads the table, bul Burns are 3 paints behind wilh a (arin i 
News from the Capital - From Nick Guoth hand and Capital City Suns have shown that they will be a force following their sucoess in thie 
Federation Cup. Belconnen United may put up a fight to keep the top three on their toon 
The news from here is good, but it can get better. The Cosmos are back in for another 


year, Now they are on probation and will have to perform, both on and off the field. For the News from other areas of soccer show that the move for the ACT Soccer Federation will rut 
final four home games of this season, the Canberra Cosmos moved to Seiffert Oval in our be for a little while more as there are a few problems at the new site in Deakin. The Belwost/ 
sister city, QUeanbeyan, which for those who don't know is part of New South Wales. Olympic soccer combination are making moves to build a large complex that will include belly 
Although a little distance from Canberra, the move is a good one, The ground is more suited outdoor and indoor facilities in the outer north-west suburb of Charnwood. It will also include a 
for soccer than the Bruce Stadium. The spectators are much closer to the action and the number of facilities for the community, The Belconnen development is maving slowly, bul still 
atmosphere with a reasonable crowd will be much better. The reason for the move for this forward. The time period for completion is still unknown. Also, the main work to be done on 
game is still nat quite known, but for the whole of next season, the team will venture to Bruce Stadium will commence this September, 


Queanbeyan for each home game. Bruce Stadium will be remodelled for the 2000 Olympics, 
so playing there will be out of the question. It is hoped that the new ground in Mackellor that is SSSR SSSR SRR a 
being built for the Belconnen Soccer Club will become available for the 1998/99 season, 


The future of coach Mike Lyons does not look rosy at all. Many rumours have been flying A cross- lasman update fr Om Derek Wal ker 
around, and it appears that he will not have his contract renewed for next season. By the time 
you read this, the decision on Mike or a new coach will have been made. Assuming that Mike Waitakere City Champions Again! 
will not be here, there are a number of possibilities. The main contenders appear to include Waitakere City capped a magnificent second half of the season by becoming the 
£oran Matic, Manfred Schaeffer, Oscar Crino and from the local scene, Walter Valeri, Ray Smokefree National Soccer League champions of New Zealand for the second consecutive 
(Reggie) Junna and Mike (Milo) Milavanovic. My feeling is that it will come down to Manfred year. Looking dead and buried after four games and an unlikely top four qualifier for most of 
and Ray, with the emphasis on Ray. the season, 'Waitak’ called on all their big match experience to dispatch pre-match favourites 
Most of you will not know Reggie. He has had 2 seasons with the AlS as an assistant Napier City Rovers in a one sided final. The eventual scoreline of 3-1 in Waitakere's favour 
coach. His knowledge of both the local scene and the Australian/International scene is very really did in the end flatter the strong NCR side, who ultimately had no answer to the finishing 
good. Further, he is more likely to attract some players fo Canberra than any of the other local of All-Whites Nick Viljoen and Darren McClennan and the under-rated Geoff Gray. 
contenders. Although NCR dangermen Martin Akers and Rupert Ryan did, on occasions, cause 
oA Waitakere hearts to flutter, NCR's overall performance on the big day was a huge 
Heard on the grapevine that the four locals who are playing interstate want to come back to disappointment to their coach Mick Waitt. 
Canberra, and if Ray is the coach they will. These are Doug Marcina from Gippsland, Andy 
Ravanelio from Marconi, Michael Musitano from Adelaide City and Alex Castro from West es New Look Side. 
Adelaide. All four are excellent players and would certainly help the Cosmos get back off the saint oeriestivas — Joe McGrath has named a radically different squad to the one his 
ground, There is aise pronvsing news ar George Sorras moving to Canberra: predecessor Keith Pritchett finished his tenure in charge of for the short tour of Australia and 
Of ihose who are: currently on ine poors of the Cosmos, | can see a nunber leaving for the WCaq's against Papua New Guinea. Gone are the likes of long-serving defenders Andy 
other clubs. Included in these are the likes of Vince Grella (Carlton), Danny Milosevic Rennie. Graham Marshall and Jason New and in come new faces such as Noah Hickey, Ricky | 
(averseas) and Michael Garcia (better money). Also, Paul Dee and Jahn Koch may join a wer Sharia and Gareth Rowe 23 . 
Sydney club as both live in Sydney. Questions are still hanging around Lachlan Armstrong - The real emphasis in McGrath's first squad appears to be on youth, speed and fitness. 
and Norman Kelly, but rumour has it they will stay if contract is offered. John 'who ate all the With the average age of the squad a youngish 24, and with the presence of the likes of Hickey 
pies’ Markovski will go somewhere else: o . . (18), van Steeden (19) and Rowe (20) McGrath certainly cannot be accused of thinking 
Paul Wade had his farewell home game before retiring and was taken off with a minute to aheact The new All-Whites coach has gone on record as saying that he feels NZ's best 
go to a standing ovation. His participation to soccer in Canberra has been very good and he chance bf raking a World Cup finals is more likely to be in 2002 rather than the upcoming 
will continue his work with the local youngsters promoting the game and helping them along 4998 in France. He is obviously planning on blooding the youngsters in the squad in plenty of 
imi et ess, but the continued appearance in the squad of 
In the National Youth League, the ACT Academy completed a rather disappointing season sh elapthig senna bide i oe Ae Sierieean tL eee oe shows that a are 


with a great 4-1 win over Wollongong, while the AlS continues its run to the finals and looks 


Ing for now as much as for tomorrow, 
forward to getting all their players back from the Joeys matches in New Zealand. They have Playing orn 


played the last three games with Milo, Reggie and Rocky on the match sheet. SQUAD: Jason Batty, Mark Paston: Stu Jacobs, Rodger Gray, Danny Hay, Ivan Vicelich, 
; ’ : : Gareth Rowe, Neil Harlock, Noah Hickey; Mike McGarry, Simon Elliott, Chris Jackson, Gavin 
Meanwhile, the local'scene is all Up ane running finally with 3 few surprises in the early Wilkinson, Ricki van Steeden, Tim Stevens, Thomas Edge, Mark Elrick, Vaughan Coveny. 


rounds. Belconnen United has shown themselves as the front-runner for this season with two 
very good wins. Canberra Deakin is on the other side of the table with two losses, but they are 
sure to improve on their results when they have Milan and Buljan from the Cosmos. 
Meanwhile cellar-dwellers from last season, University of Canberra, have started very well with 
a draw and a surprise win over Juventus 


to have the same enthusiasm of a few years ago. Little wonder when you consicher thw 
Dear Studs Up -PO Box 53. Oakleigh South 3167 juggling he does with his ABC Grandstand commitments then rushing to Belrriure: for lity 
| at a ; ground announcer duties 
But what of Takis Loukanidis? Well, | blinked and must have missed him. Then aqan, 


Letter of the Month goes to Cadis Kokov (nom de plume) who earns a six-pack of maybe he did a Craig Moore and couldn't get a connecting flight 


SU's for his trouble. 
| think the 13,700 crowd would have gone away disappointed not only with the resull but 

also with the attempted celebrations. A few hundred juniors marching around the ground, 

the appearance of a handful of former players and the current squad weaning replica shirts 


Dear SU, 
After years of trekking around the soccer grounds (sorry, stadia) of Sydney | decided it 
was finely time to head out to Edensor Park. The opportunity of some free Gckets in the does not constitute a celebration. My previous experience at UTS games confirms my 


"BOK stand — $00 good oo Feruse. belief that they don't know how to promote or entertain. Then again, who but Wollongong 
A forty-five minute drive from the northem suburbs found us at the King Tomislav Club, and the Glory do?! 


A sign outside read "Site of proposed soccer stadium". Were Sydney United building a - clubs appoint some decent marketing people and follow the footsteps of 
new stadium or had someone forgotten to take down the old sign? Me thinks the latter. p iy ian te iar our game will be 9 = 


The ground seemed smaller and less attractive than from my TV screen, With the club As for my trekking around Sydney, well, | got what | paid for - few goals and even less 
on one side of the pitch, the other three sides were surrounded by housing development. entertainment. 
lt gave the feeling of being boxed in with nowhere to go. Another reason why the club is 
lacking at alternate venues. 

The new grandstand runs about half the length of the pitch. The dining room area 
which is located on the bottom level of the stand is reserved for sponsors and dignitanes. 
This area is still to be completed despite the stand being open for over twelve months, 

It was explained to me that the club did not want to commit further funds to the project until 
they knew where they would be playing next season. Fair enough | thought! 


Next is Peter Sanninno, who is pleased that SocAus has retained a 14 team 
competition. 


Dear SU, 

Now that Gippsland Falcons and Canberra Cosmos’ positions in next season's national 
league have been affirmed by Soccer Australia, it would hopefully herald an era of stability 
in our premier competition at least to the year of the Sydney Olympics. In a summer 
season 26 matches (a 14 team league) has proven to be the best option, given the reality 
that in the short terrn most players are and will be part-timers and that the injection of 
international matches in the lead-up to the 1998 World Cup and the 2000 Olympics will 
have some effect on league programmes. 

This stability will enable existing national league clubs - and newcomers Carlton - to plan 
with certainty for their future in the league. It will also assist in cementing existing sponsor- 
ship and hopefully attract greater interest from leading businesses and the media alike. 


The excellent pre-match entertainment experienced at Parramatta Stadium for the game 
against Marconi (John Paul Young etc) was missing and we had to be content with the 
usual marching girls and the appearance of all the Sydney United junior teams in a march 
around the pitch. If anything this only acheived a slight increase in the attendance (5,100) 
over the seasons average. 

As for the match against the Gippsiand Faicons it never reached any great heights. The 
crowd was subdued for most of the match and not once did | hear the chant of CRO-ART- 
ZIA, CRO-ART-ZIA Maybe the supporters will one day realise that you can chant three 
WNI-TED's for every two CRO-ART-ZIA's. 


After the match we were fortunate enough to be invited to stay behind to meet the SocAus’ concerns over future viability of the Falcons and Cosmos were mainly because 


Sydney United players and hear Branko Culina thank the piayers and sponsors for their of fi clubs’ failure to attract greater local patronage at home matches. The inability to 
SHONts, CUITIFIG ING Senet, culminating dh ine minor premiership. His speech included a draw spectators in sufficient numbers on a regular basis by our national league clubs is the 
Sekt EGO DENNS = SOSHOT IIE 12 00 NON Pete, pleyet: Payrneree = prime reason why commercial free-to-air TV and radio stations have continued to shy away 


All in all, a very hospitable mght. Although | must agree with Matihew Hall (SU22) that 


SRP SASNTUOSS ERFDY COUPE RE art Cio EEN HERE SRT SENS YE RE SIH Perth Glory, none of the other clubs can claim continuous increased membership through 


any strong marketing strategies. Given that many published crowd attendances in ihis 
current and in previous seasons are probably inflated, clubs other than Perth Glory, 
whether in good form or bad, would seemingly only be able to count on a stagnating 
number on any one day. At best | would suggest crowd figures average at around 4500 for 


from any substantial coverage. And why should they change? Apart from newcomers 
F. 


Next up.......more free tickets. (where do ya get it) and we're off to Belmore to watch UTS 
and Marconi. Mike Cockerill in The Sydney Moming Herald warns that “nostalgia will 
abound" as Olympic (formerly Pan Helleruc) will celebrate its 40th anniversary, wilh the | 





celebrations to include a visit from one of Greece's most revered former footballers, Takis South Melbourne, UTS Olympic and Adelaide City, 4000 at Sydney United, Brisbane and 
Loukanidis. ar Marconi, 3500 at Melbourne Knights, West Adelaide and Newcastle and 3000 at 

We arrived at the ground in time to catch the second half of the youth league. After that Wollongong. With an average crowd of 2000 or less, it was little wonder that the Falcons 
the pre-match entertainment, This consisted of an exhibition of soccer skills from some of | and Cosmos were under the SocAus microscope and it is why with the apparent exception 
the Canterbury District junior teams, a march around the pitch (a la Sydney United). The of Perth, our game does not command a regular top spot in the sports pages of our 
craze must be catching or is it the newest marketing ploy to boost matchday attendances? newspapers or in the electronic media, SBS excepted. It is therefore most feasible for our 


The junior teams and not to forget the Olympic dancing gitls formed a guard of honour 
to welcome some past Olympic and Pan Hellenic players onto the pitch. This all happened 
so quickly that it was difficult to pick up more than a couple of names of the former players. 

Some of this blame must be placed on Lex Marinos, ground announcer, Remember 
Lex? He was Ted Bulpit's son-in-law in Kingswood Country. Somehow Lex doesn't seem 


best talent to seek greener pastures overseas, where in addition to the obvious money 
incentives, they can receive better recognition for their efforts, which in turn realise further 
career earnings. When will someone at SacAus and those at club management level 
recognise that our best players are the game's most marketable product? 


“P 


Finally we have the last word (we hope!) on the newly-expanded European 
Champions League from Arthur Derian. 


Dear SU, 
| wish to apologise as in reference to the last issue of SU (March 1997 issue) in so far 
as getting certain facts straight about this great game we all follow. 

To expiain the topic about the European Cup or the Champions League being the new 
name of a tournament after it was formerly known as the European Cup) was for European 
clubs who did finish top of their domestic leagues. 

However | did not know that UEFA was to include extra clubs into this competition as of 
the future. Oh weil, | suppose | can be found guilty on this occasion. But the word 
‘misinformation’ has got me more than baffled as far as the pedantic one is concemed. 
Anyway, | hope you Mr Johannson will accept my apology and no hard feelings. | look 
forward to reading your reply. 







| Studs Update - The ULTIMATE Ti 


No change this month seeing as everybody tipped New Zealand to finish runner-up in you 

know what, Meanwhile rounds 13-15 are still in progress which will keep us glued to SBS 

and/or Foxtel/Optus throughout May, With only the three finals to be played there are just 

two tipsters still in with a chance of picking the trifecta. Anthony Fensom (currently equal 
fourth) is one while modesty prevents the editor from naming the other. 

Round 17 will involve the World Youth Championships, so start swotting, And as an 
added bonus, net only will there be double points available (due to a 24 team tournament) 
but there will also be a nice little prize including an autographed match programme or two, 
More details next month. In the meantime, go Barcal 
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Asia Patch 

While Oz fans have been engrossed with the Socceroos, Asia's finest have been in 
action as well, and not just in friendlies either. South Korea certainly didn't impress in their 
opening qualifier in Hong Kong, A number of Hong Kong players, Tim Bredbury included, 
could have put the underdogs ahead 

Unfortunately space restrictions have forced us to hold over a lengthy Asian update until 
a future issue, but just so you can practice your pronunciations we'll drop in the nominees 
for the various AFC awards for 1996. 


Player of the Year nominees: hodadad Azizi (Iraq), Ko Jeong Woon (South Korea), 
Mohammed A! Daeyea (Saudi Arabia), Ali Daei (Iraq), Yousef Al Thuniyan (Saudi Arabia) 





Young Player of the Year nominees; Bamrong Boonprom (Thailand U-16), Yagoob 
Ismail Mohd (Oman), Lee Kwan Woo (South Korea U-19), Wang Pong (China U-19) 


\Goach of the Year nominees: Mohammed Kohan (ran), Akira Nishino (Japan Olympic), 
Ma Yunan (China Women) 


National Team of the Year nominees: Saudi Arabia, Japan Olympic 


Club Team of the Year nominees: {Ihwa Chunma (South Korea), Al Hilal (Saud) Arabia) 





A timely reminder? 

While most of suffered apoplexy when the result of the final carne thratigh, New 2 ealand's 
1-0 victory over the Joeys should be seen as a timely reminder that nothing 6 certain in 
soccer. While Australia breezed through their group and semi-final without con@eding a qoal 
we failed when it mattered. The writing was possibly on the wall after the 4-0 sem final win 
against the Solomons when coach Les Scheinflug warned the Joeys would have to wiprove 
when they played NZ on Anzac Day. He was right. The maich was played in “cold, wet and 
windy conditions" and remained goalless until 15 year-old Biair Scadden headed the mosl 
important goal of his life to send the Aussies home to face comments such as ‘numilialing’ 
Daivd Hill however was a bit more pragmatic about it all. You can always lose a soccer malt 

With the ‘real’ World Cup qualifiers just over the horizon, Terry Venables would be wise to 
pin this 1-0 scoreline on the dressing room door for every player to see as they enter. 

It may well help to focus the players’ minds on the reality of Trans-Tasman clashes. 

While Les Scheinflug stated he was "hugely disappointed” for the Joeys, the real 
disappointment will surface when the Kiwis head to Egypt for the finals in September. 
it will be the first excursion to the under-17 finals for the Kiwis with Oz having qualified for the 
first six tournaments, reaching the quarter finals on five occasions. Trivia buffs may like to 
note that the teams which eliminated Oz at that stage were: 

4985: Guinea (eventually fourth); 1987: Nigeria (runner-up); 1991 - Argentina (third), 
1993 - Ghana (runner-up); 1995 - Brazil (runner-up) 






Apr15 Grp Cook Islands 14-0 Bresciano 5, 59, Vidakovic 14, 23, Culina 17, 25. 31, 52, 
Tomasevic 44, Carle 47, G0, 70, Cuzzupe 77, Zaekis 86 


Apri? Grp Tahiti 7-0 Culina 5, Vidakovic 19, Bresciano 21, 25, Dodd 45, 
Carle 60, 77 
Aor19 Grp Fiji 5-0) Bresciano 19, Baldwin 30, 56, 76, Bosnar 67 


Apr22 Semi Solomon ts 4-0 Bosnar 9, Baldwin 47, Carle 64, 75 
Apr25 Final NewdZealand 0-1 


Cook Tahiti Fiji Solo NZ 
Martin John x m x 
Grant Barlow x 
Michael Bosevski x x x x x 
Travis Dodd 4 x A045 XK x 
Adriano Cuzzupe x x x xX x 
Eddie Bosnar x b 4 x K x 
Vuko Tomasevic x AY so45 xX x 
Matthew Langdon x 
Jason Culina x *o61 a 
Ante Deur Xo059 soGi A A 
David Terminello s0o59 A ¥4 Ky x 
Mark Bresciano xX Xo61 XKyod4a xX A 
Michael Ferrante so61 so43 
Danny Vidakovic M045 Xo4d5 XoAS XK xo40 
Nicholas Carle s045 so4d5 so045 so40 
Wade Baldwin Xo45 xX x x Xo75 
Laz Zaekis s045 
Victor Costabile so75 


Craig Barnes 





Did that REALLY happen? 


MARCH 
1- 4 - Terry’ Venables decides to sue BBC disc jockey Simon Mayo for suggesting TV had the 
“accounting skills of an Albanian pyramid seller" 
14 - Former West Adelaide, Heidelberg ad Melbourne Knights goalkeeper David Miller joins 
Sth Oz state league club Enfield Falcons from Singapore club Tiong Bahru. Also in Sth 
Oz, White City's Rene Kristensen has joined Noarlunga Bulldogs on loan and Salisbury 
Apaches sign Carl Maynard frorn English club Harpenden Town. 
16 - SA Soccer launches their Smoke-Free Premier & State Leaque 97 season prior to the 
local derby game between the Zebras and the Sharks. Included in the launch are free 
tickets to matches, pre-derby musical entertainment, fireworks display and other free 
giveaways. This season's Premier League will see a nominated 'match of the round’ each 
week where $1000 will be up for grabs for the winner and solit if there is a draw, jointly 
sponsored by Living Health and Foxtel. Each team will have four opportunities to earn the 
money throughout the season. 
17 -Damien Harley joins Enfield Falcons on loan from American indoor team Houston 
Hotshots and Bep Devries signs for Seaford Surfers from Queensland club Palm Beach, 
Meanwhile, rumours persist that England will play Oz in a friendly in 1998. 
19 The VSF expresses interest in hosting the preliminary World Cup matches against 
Tahiti and the Solomon Islands. They will be disappointed.... lan Dobson and David 
Ratcliffe are linked to the vacant Altona Magic coaching position after Gary Cole's departure 
during the week, Over in Sth Oz, former Ad City, West Ad and Adelaide Raiders midfielder 
Colin Miller joins Port Pirie Red Devils. Olympians coach Raymond Blair adds to the West 
Adelaide influence in the club by appointing former Sharks players George 
Konstandopoulos and Jim Karabatsos as assistant coaches. 
20 - Four days after resigning from Melton Reds (formerly Albion Redsox) Gus Macleod is 
appointed coach of Sunshine George-Cross. Branko Culina signs a new two year contract 
with Sydney United. The Northern NSW Soccer Federation decides to leave Adamstown 
out of the upcoming season as they are still subject to disciplinary action from the NSWSF 
21 - The West Australian reports that Perth Reds want some of the Perth Glory fans to tum 
up at their (Super Thugby) matches making a noise and singing their songs... 
22 - Topper Breakers lose Jason Bennett in the pre-match warm-up prior to their game 
against Melbourne Knights when he is hit by a stray baseball! When the disputes 
committee told West Adelaide to pay Cyrille Ndongo-Keller $50,000 an appeal was natural 
They fired one in (citing new evidence) and SocAus were sufficiently impressed with it to 
decide on a ‘review of the original decision. Better news on the field, where Frank Arok 
celebrates his 400th game as coach in the best possible way - a 1-0 win over his old rival 
Zoran Matic, and ending Collingberg's finals dreams as a bonus. 
23 ~ With a four goal haul against Sydney United, David Zdrilic smashes the season 
goalsconng record for Sydney United (nee Croatia). The previous record of 16 was jointly 
held by Jim Patikas (1965) and Graham Arnold (1986). Dominic Longo is sent off as 
Marconi crash 1-3 at South Melbourne. Dairy Farmers and Soccer Australia announce a 
three-year joint commitment to Roobail - Kids' soccer (ages 6 -10), 
24 - The Lakers sack Bill Damianos after he signs a contract for next season with Carlton, 
but later decides he still wants to play with the Lakers and makes it known publicly he 
wants to tear up the Carlton contract. Joe Simunic ts also thinking along the same lines. 
26 - Collingberg withdraws its youth team from the national youth league with four rounds 
remaining. The NSWSF fines Adamstown $175,000 for its late withdrawal from this 
season's Super League competition, and also reckons they should pay the cost of 
competing in the 1997 season, including registrations fees and so on. The future of 
Adamstown - about $90,000 in debt - will be decided on April 6 when the Adamstown 
Rosebud Sport and Recreation Club holds its annual general meeting. 





26 - Lakers defender Jean-Paul Knezevic signs for Chinese club Lokoriotive Minghos li 
310,000. Ex Brunswick Juventus player Savas Sagiam is the new coach al Mellin Ped) 
27 - A change in the rules in Sth Oz, with promotion to next season's Prermer Leaqiue 
going to the team who wins the minor premiership, not to the top-four play-off wintwt a6 
was the case in previous years. New board membership bestowed upon Jel Wicker ane 
Greg Black. 

37 - Tao Yuan County of Taiwan win the National Womens Soccer Club Chalienge at 
Sutheriand, A 3-0 win over second placed NSW Institute of Sport gives them a 100% 
record. Weston Creek defeated Gathagu 9-0 to finish third. The event was part of the 
International Womensport Festival. Sydney United come from behind to defeat 
Collingwood 3-2 at Olympic Park, and jn the process make it 63 goals for the season, 
equalling Marconi’s 1989 record (for a 26 game season). 


APRIL 

41 - April Fools Day, two years since David Hill took over, and SocAus announces another 
Superstars of Soccer series for late May / early June as a lead-up to the WC qualifiers 

2 - Australia defeats Hungary 3-1 in Budapest. It's not all roses for Venables though as Vic 
Jenner resigns from the board at Portsmouth, saying ‘7 believe tne ciud has given 
responsibilities to some who should not hold them, | am not willing to name names “ 

In Malaysia, Australia is drawn in Group E along with Hungary, Argentina and Canada for 
the World Youth Cup in June/July. Carlton announces the signing of Collingwood's Frank 
Catalano for two years. Off to China is Sydney United reserve 'keeper Peter Blazincic. .. 

3 - Carlton announces the signing of 20 year old Collingwood forward Andy Vlahos. "We 
want exciting action on the pitch, and players like Andy will provide the spark", says coach 
Eddie Kmecevic, Warren Spink leaves Bob Jane Stadium and heads for Singapore. 

4 -SocAus announces the following transfers have been approved and cleared: 

Derek Kinsella (Collingwood to Sandringham City), Damien Waugh (Brisbane Strikers ta 
Brisbane City), John-Paul Knezevic (see above), Alistair Edwards (UTS Olympic to 
Sarawak, Malaysia) and Chad Gibson (Sydney United to Johor, Malaysia). Meanwhile, the 
bid by Cyrille Ndong-Keller to have West Adelaide wound up for not paying any instalments 
of the $50,000 compensation fee as ordered by SocAus is defeated in the Supreme Court. 
5 - Gippsland Falcons collect 10,000 signatures on a petition to keep them in the Ericsson 
Cup. Mark Bosnich is named in a FIFA team to play Asia in Hong Kang in July. 

6 - Sydney United clinch the minor premiership with a 1-0 home win over Gippsiand. 

8 - Paul Wade holds a media conference at the Sydney Football Stadium 

S - SocAus releases details of the payment structure re: upcoming Soccerco matches 

The message 1s clear, reach France and you'll be adequately compensated. 

411 -SocAus announces that both Canberra Cosmos and Gippsland Falcons WILL play in 
the Ericsson Cup next season, saying "both clubs had accepfed the inadequacies of their 
onginal submissions and had strongly argued a case for re-admission carefully addressing 
the relevant issues." Wollongong, Carlton and Perth are all interested in unsettled UTSO 
striker Norman Tome. Gippsland threaten to boycott their match with Ad City if Angelo 
Costanzo wears protective goggles. He doesn't play against Gippsland, but wears his 
goggles against Marconi in the finals after approval from SocAus. 

12 - Perth Oval goes ‘off as the Glory win 4-0 over a South Melbourne side reduced to nine 
men for the last 27 minutes. 

13 - Sydney United accept the minor premiership trophy in front of their own fans and 
celebrate with a 2-0 win over Topper Breakers, 

15 - Sydney United hold an open training session at Brighton-Le-Sands, All the media are 
invited, and the corniest headline of the season emerges in the Australian: "No beached 
wail from Marusic" 

20 - Final round of the Ericsson Cup and Melbourne Knights come from behind to win 3 1 
and end Perth Gilory's dream of competing in the finals. Paul Wade exits the national 
league at the Bob Jane Stadium and sets up the Cosmos goal with his last kick 





Get the Book out! 


Red card to both sets of supporters at the Knights/Lakers 1st leg Elimination Final (see 
page 3). With more fireworks than your average Guy Fawkes night it was always going to 
be an interesting evening, but the event was soured from the start when the national 
anthem was disrupted by some over-enthusiastic Greek fans intent on giving everyone their 

version of the Greek national anthem. To be fair, quite a few fellow (Greek) South fans 

gave ‘em plenty, but it ain't the first time its happened this season, and South fans aren't 
the only ones who've shown no respect for the anthem of the country THEY LIVE IN. 
Maybe it was a result of Greek Easter celebrations. Maybe it was the prospect of the 
Lakers taking on a Knights team at the most vulnerable they've been for years. 

Either way, we don't give a rodent's bottom, As for the Knights fans, what's that regulation 
about ethnic flags again? We await SocAus' decision with interest. 


Red card to South Melbourne for the continued practice of allowing (forcing?) travelling 
teams to reach their dressing room by walking single-file through the social club. 

The practice was in evidence again when Marconi visited, which we thought was pretty 
insensitive given the recent events surrounding Ad City's visit. 


Yellow card to SBS for their misguided sense of priority. Australia defeats Hungary 3-1 in 
Budapest, so whaddaya reckon the lead item would be on World Sports? Sorry, try again. 
We are fed a comprehensive round-up of the EUROPEAN WC qualifiers before our own 
national team highlights. Now that wouldn't have anything to do with the nationality of the 
head honcho, would it? 


Yellow card to all responsible in the great Hindmarsh unavailability scandal. Okay, we 
admit, we've never been to Norwood Oval to watch a soccer match, but we've tried to watch 
matches at plenty of other ‘ovals’ before, and the Ericsson Cup finals deserve better. 


Yellow card to Nick Tana for his comments on Knights Park/Somers St/Croatian Sports 
Centre (delete two), For some people it may well be regarded as the "Cold hole of heil", 
but it's a good idea to visit a place before you publicly describe it. Come to think of it, now 
that you've been there what do you really think of the joint Nick? 


Yellow card to World Soccer magazine, undoubtedly the best soccer monthly in the world. 
So why the yellow? In the May edition there is a full page on Australia with results since 
September 94 and pen-pics of the key contenders for a spot in the starting eleven. 

Great stuff, except the piece was written by Mark Gleeson - their African correspondent! 
Which probably explains why Zeljko Kalac is listed as a Melbourne Knights player, Steve 
Horvat started his career at the Melbourne Knights, Tony Popovic was Player of the Year in 
1994/95 and Oz lost out narrowly to Argentina in the qualifiers for Italia ‘90. 

Mind you, they almost escaped the yellow by including a full page story on Perth Glory, 
written by Richard Kreider and Matthew Hall - a couple of guys who actually live here! 


And just for a change, a couple of bouquets! 

- Congrats to SocAus for including the stats on all players competing in the finals series in 
the Finals Program. Pity the program(me) is A5 size and only 36 pages. Ah well, at $3 at 
least it is value for money. 

- Congrats to Optus Vision for showing all the finals live. And they're promising a FIVE 
HOUR extravanganza on grand final day, That might even stop us travelling interstate for 
the big game. 





BULLETIN BOARD 


Info/programmes needed by overseas readers 
Studs Up continues fo attract an international readership, particularly in the UK. 
Ewen Anderson has received a number of enquiries in the past month from UK 
readers who are keen to obtain copies of programmes or general information on 

various subjects in Australia. 

First up is a request for a copy of a programme from Spurs’ tour to Oz in 1976, The game 
In question is Victoria v Spurs played on May 9, 1976 at Olympic Park. The enquirer also 
aks if there was a programme issued for the game on May 1 in Lautoka (Fiji) v a Fijian 
Select X). In both cases the collector is willing to pay a reasonable price for either or both 
programmes. 

Another UK fan is enquiring about Phil O'Connor who he says he believes died in a car 
crash in 1985. Phil played for a number of Australian clubs including St George and APIA. 
Prior to erm@grating, he played for Luton and Lincoin City. The writer is a Lincoin fan and 
would like to recerve any biographical information that may exist on Phil, or any mentions 
that appear in programmes. Also a copy of any obituary would be greatly appreciated. 
Next up is a Norwich Cily supporter who actually played in the local Brisbane competition in 
1966-71 He would like to get hold of copies of the Norwich tour programmes that were 
issued in 19/9 against WA (13/5), Victoria (20/5), Qld (22/5), Newcastle (or is that Nthn 
NSW? - 24/5) and NSW (27/5). Again, the enquirer js willing to pay for any programmes 
listed. 

If any readers can holp with some or all of the above information, please get in touch 
with Ewen Anderson, P O Box 5155, Alexandra Hills, Qld 4161. 


Sports Memorabilia fans - take note! 

Sports Memorabilid Australia have a catalogue available for fans who are interested 
in you know what A copy ot the catalogue can be obtained from the shop which is 
located wilhin Tiniewarp Records, 289 Clarence St, Sydney, or you can give 'ema 
Call on (02) 928% 1555 of fax ‘em on (02) 9283-1306. 

There is only a sivall amount of soccer related muterial available but for anyone into 
sports suchas cei hetor either type of thugby the catalogue is a must! 


Statistics search 
Follow inp a recent comparing: of notes’ session a couple of slats nuls discovered 
they needed firiti details of the Ov under 16 Oceania qualifying tournament in 
Sydney. Specitiially the 40 drubbing of Vanuatu. We have the goalscorers, but 
Oot the tite (an anyone help? Answers to the usual address. 


Radio Reminder 
Melbourne faris shouldn't forget about IWRB 97.4 FM, which has been broadcasting 
Ericsson Gup matelies live, and they have been doing an excellent job as well, And 
while we're at don't forget the Four Diegos Soccer Show on Sundays at 8pm. 
They've had sone biilliant interviews lately, including some of our Euroroos!! 


—- 


Look out for.... 


MAY 

3 - Brisbane host Sydney United in the 1st leg in the Major Semi Final 

4 - Adelaide City v Marconi, Norwood Oval, 3:00pm 

South Melbourne v Melbourne Knights, Bob Jane Stadium, 6:00pm 

7 - UEFA Cup Final 1st leg - Schalke 04 v Inter Milan 

41 - Sydney United v Brisbane, Parramatta Stadium, 3:00pm 

Also, Minor semi final - TBA 

17 - English FA Cup final - Chelsea v Middlesbrough 

17 or 18 - Preliminary final 

21 - UEFA Cup Final 2nd leg - Inter Milan v Schalke 04 

25 - Ericsson Cup Grand Final 

28 - Superstars of Soccer match in Melbourne 

28 - European Cup Final - Juventus v Borussia Dortmund 

31 - Ericsson Cup Award Night (Live on Optus Vision so start ringing your mates) 
Also - Look out for the May edition of FourFourTwo magazine. There is a stack of Aussie 
stuff in there..... 


JUNE 

4 - Superstars of Soccer match in Sydney 

8 - Twenty seven (count ‘em) World Cup qualifiers take place in all parts of the world. 
41 - World Cup Qualifiers begin 

41 - Oz v Solomon Is. 43 -TahitivSolomon ls. 15 - Oz v Tahiti 

17 -Oz v Solomon Is. 419 -Solomon isv Tahiti 21-Ozv Tahiti 





16 - World Youth Cup kicks off in Malaysia 
Group A - Malaysia, Morocco, Uruguay, Belgium 
Group B - South Korea, South Africa, France, Brazil 
Group C - Ghana, Ireland, China, USA 

Group D - Japan, Spain, Costa Rica, Paraguay 
Group E - Hungary, Argentina, Australia, Canada 
Group F - Mexico, UAE, Ivory Coast, England 


23 - ist leg of the Australia / New Zealand play-off? 


5 - World Youth Cup Final 
6 - 2nd leg of the Australia / New Zealand play-off? 
43 - All Asian World Cup Qualifying Group qualifying matches due for completion. 


SEPTEMBER 
4-21 - World Under 17 Championships in Egypt - not that we have to worry about that! 


